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Metal Working

numbering amongst their inmates artists of great repute.
The famous college of Beverley included a goldsmith in
its household,1 but in 1292, when it was determined to
erect a new shrine for the relics of St. John of Beverley,
the chapter did not entrust the work to their own crafts-
man, but sent up to London to the establishment of
William Faringdon, the greatest goldsmith of that time.
The contract between his servant, Roger of Faringdon,

St. Eligius making a silver shrine,    ifjth cent.
and the Chapter of Beverley is still extant.2 By it the
chapter were to provide the necessary silver and gold ;
Roger was to refine it, if needful, and to supply his own
coals, quicksilver, and other materials. The shrine was
to be 5 ft. 6 in. long, i ft. 6 in. broad, and of proportion-
ate height: the design was to be architectural in style,
and the statuettes, the number and size of which were
to be at the discretion of the chapter, were to be of
cunning and beautiful work, the chapter reserving the
right to reject any figure or ornament and cause it to
be remade. For his work Roger was to receive the weight
1  Beverley Chapter Act Book (Surtees Soc.), ii. Ixv.
2  Cal. of City of London Letter Boohs, A, 180,